








Emma Raises the Bar in Paris

Emma Henshall has been studying trapeze
in Montreal for the last 2 years under the
direction of world recognised coach Victor
Fomain and is a graduate of the National
Institute of Circus Arts, based in Melbourne.

Her training has culminated in an invitation to
the 30th Festival Mondial du Cirque de Demain
(Worldwide Festival of the Circus of Tomorrow),
a world competition for emerging circus talent.
There are three major world festivals, (Paris,
Budapest and Monaco). Success at Paris is like
winning the French Open Tennis Championship.

Emma is also the daughter of Grand Treasurer
RWBro Peter Henshall and wife Sharon and

we are proud to announce that Emma won

the gold medal and three top prizes (Prix

du President de la Republique, Prix Franco
Dragone Entertainment Group and Prix du
Moulin Rouge) at the Cirque de Demain. Emma
is one of only four Australians to have ever
competed at this festival and the only Australian
to receive a medal, let alone a gold medal.

Emma says that she is extremely proud to be
an Australian competing on the world stage and

representing her country and is most grateful to
have received support from the Layne Beachley
Aim for the Stars Foundation and the lan

Potter Cultural Trust. This support, along with
her single minded dedication to the trapeze,
has enabled her to develop and obtain world
recognition as an international trapeze artist.

Pictured above:

Emma Henshall, daughter
of Grand Treasurer
RWBro Peter Henshall
Pictured right:

Emma Henshall, at the
30th Festival Mondial du
Cirque de Demain

Dinner Suits, Tails

SUITS TAILORED TO MEASURE

Al accessonies instock, Sale or hire,

Mew silks on lapels,
LES LEES TAILORS
9783 5372 9629 2249

\_ Frankston

Melbourne .

Emma’s passion for the sport is exemplified by
the following sentiment, “I hope that it will create
an awareness of Australian circus arts both within
Australia and internationally. | would like to think
that my participation in this prestigious forum
sends a message that anyone can achieve their
dream and represent their country in their chosen
field of endeavour. On a personal note, success
in Paris will give me international recognition and
enable me to continue to pursue my career in
trapeze and also to develop skills in coaching,

to encourage and mentor other Australians”. %

Zindilis Barristers & Solicitors

Drop in for a chat - no charge
Advice on estate planning
wills and probate
conveyancing

litigation

an estate agent for

buying

selling

George Zindilis
Tel: 0418 398 255

Footscray, Glenroy & Melbourne City
Tel 1300 765 606
info@zedlaw.com.au
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Calling All Master Masons

One of the core benefits of being a Freemason
is involvement with a community spread
locally, through the state, the country and

the world. Visiting another lodge, taking

part in activities within your District and
getting to know the families and friends of
Freemasons anywhere you go, is one of the
most treasured aspects of our organisation.

It has been noted, however, that it is often

not until a member has been installed

as Worshipful Master and gone “on the

road” that this aspect of Freemasonry truly
opens up. As a new member, it is easy to
inadvertently restrict your Masonic involvement
to your own centre or your own Lodge.

For this reason, the Visiting Master Masons’
Group was established in 1996, in order to
encourage the newer members to become more
involved in the wider Masonic Community.

The VMMG went into abeyance due to
administration difficulties, but former member,
WBro Scott Wilkinson, has taken up the
challenge to revitalise this important project.

“We are re-starting what was a group that had
just vanished,” says Wilkinson. “Unfortunately,
because of this, the group does have a negative
reputation. We need to convince people that
the group will be much more robust this time.”

“What we are really looking for in this group is to
have a mass of EA, FC, and MM going around and
visiting together with people they know. Ideally,
we want this group to become a natural and
progressive part of a Freemason’s development;
that when they become either an EA, FC, or MM,
they immediately join the VMMG to get into the
habit of visiting. Visiting can be a scary thing to

do if you are a new member and this will help.”

The Visiting Master Masons’ Group is open to
all EAs, FCs, and MMs. “We want to encourage
participation by members’ families and will try
to ensure that the social activities are ‘family
friendly’. The group will conduct a special official
visit to a different lodge each month and hold

a social activity on a quarterly basis. When we
visit other Lodges, we will see a wide variety

of Masonic work and talks. We always take
into consideration the suitability of the work
and the qualifications of the visiting brethren,
so we get the most from the experience.”

The joining fee is $40.00, and includes the
first year’'s membership (normally $16.00),
the VMMG lapel pin and the VMMG name
badge. Interested members can get more
information by contacting Scott on 0409 793
993 or at scottdwilkinson@bigpond.com

“l think it can be a very important part
of Freemasonry in Victoria if it is
done properly.” *

Myrtleford Masonic Centre Holiday Units

An Excellent Holiday Opportunity for Brethren and Friends.

In the heart of the Ovens Valley; only 100km from
Mt Hotham and Falls Creek with Beechworth, Bright
and the wineries only a short drive away.

For details ring Ted Ludbrook on 57522342 and send a

stamped self addressed envelope to PO Box 344 Myrtleford
3737 to obtain full details.

Fishing,Cycling, Tennis, Snow and Water sking, Bushwalking,
Golf, Bowls, Winerys and 4 Wheel Driving available.

Freemasonry Victoria




Learn more
about the
gender specific
implications

of large waist
Size and to
participate in
the initiative.

Waste your Waist

A National Men’s Health Initiative

Everyone knows why adopting a healthy
lifestyle is important, but how to do it can be
more of a problem. “Waste your Waist” is a
new health initiative designed to address male
obesity and reduce waistline circumference
using fun, social activities, promoting physical
activity and healthy eating. Additionally,

participating in the program also contributes to

reduced risk for a range of chronic diseases,
erectile dysfunction and fertility problems.

Currently in development at the Freemasons
Foundation Centre for Men’s Health, based
in the School of Medicine at the University
of Adelaide, “Waste your Waist” will operate
through the Australian Masonic Jurisdictions,
capitalising on the previous success of the
Men’s Health — No More Secrets campaign.

The program represents a significant
opportunity for Freemasonry, in conjunction
with the Freemasons’ Foundation Centre
for Men’s Health, to take a leading role in
developing a male specific response to the
obesity crisis currently facing Australia.

In the coming months, Men’s Health Coordinators
will play a key role throughout districts in
organising seminars, inviting men to learn more
about the gender specific implications of large
waist size and to participate in the initiative. The
Coordinators will also assist in devising an activity
plan, using a menu of possibilities as a guide, to
promote physical activity and healthy eating.

The data generated by this program will

be used by the Freemasons’ Foundation,
in conjunction with PhD candidates from
the University of Adelaide, to identify and
collate specific combinations of physical
activity and healthy eating that are most
effective, leading to a more comprehensive
understanding of the motivating messages
that resonate among the male population.

Waste your Waist will be coming
to a lodge near you soon. *
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Main Feature

Power was lost
to the town
and the wind
dropped away;
minutes later the
wind returned
from a different
direction,
bringing the
fire up the
valley with it.

Pictured below: The fires
at Dixon Creek from the
property of WBro Russell
Hicken; NASA satellite
arial view of smoke from
the fires.

The Black Saturday Fires

The tragic events of Saturday, 7th February
and the days which followed, stunned the

nation and the world.

At the time of writing, there were 209 recorded
fatalities, five hundred people with fire related
injuries, 1,834 homes destroyed, with thousands
more damaged and an estimated 7,500 people
made homeless. Over 1.1 million acres of

land were burned and the resultant loss of life
has been recorded as Australia’s single worst
causality rate from a bushfire, surpassing 71 in
the Black Friday fires of 1939 and 75 from Ash
Wednesday in 1983. It has been noted that the
occurrence of bushfires in outer suburban areas
such as Narre Warren and East lvanhoe and

the intensity and speed of the fires suggested a
growing severity of the annual bushfire season.

MFB fire fighter, WBro lan Cross, told Freemasonry
Victoria, “I was deployed on Saturday to the Narre
North fires where we lost several houses and
sheds but managed to save many, many more.

My crew and | worked like nothing else, being
confronted with 15m flame heights. We saved a
row of houses where the fire came within 5m of
the houses. | saw several of the burnt houses in
Narre and it was a sobering, saddening scene. The
speed the fire travelled was an education in itself.”

The record nature of the fires was preceded by

a significant heat wave which affected South
Eastern Australia, during which Adelaide and
Melbourne broke records for the most consecutive
days over 40°C, with Melbourne surpassing

46°C, its highest temperature on record. The

heat wave was caused by a slow moving high-

Freemasonry Victoria AuTUMN 2009

pressure system that settled over the Tasman
Sea, with a combination of an intense tropical low
located off the North West Australian coast and a
monsoon trough over Northern Australia, which
produced ideal conditions for hot, tropical air to
be directed down over South Eastern Australia.

During the heatwave Melbourne experienced
significant power failures and a critical collapse of
the suburban public transport system with more
than 1,300 individual train services cancelled in
metropolitan Melbourne alone, due to buckling
rail lines, smoking sleepers, air conditioner failures
and power outages. Localised power outages
occurred throughout the city and it is estimated
that over 500,000 residents in Melbourne were
without power for the evening of 30th January,
2009. Such wide spread systemic failure is
considered by some to be a demonstration of

the critical infrastructure of Victoria’s inability to
cope with prolonged, increased temperatures.

Long term drought conditions, resulting from a
prolonged El Nino, resulted in tinder dry conditions
across the state as well as seriously depleted
water reserves. Precursors to the recent severe
weather conditions have been seen over the

last few years, notably the 2006/2007 bushfire
season, during which the City of Melbourne was
blanketed in thick smoke for the month of January,
and the depletion of water reserves to level 3a
water restrictions in the city and more severe
restrictions elsewhere throughout the state.




Many fires were started on the night of 28th January, including the Delburn
fire complex and by 2nd February, twenty-three new fires had been lit, mostly
by lightning strikes. These fires continued to burn through out the week.

The Saturday in question reached a record breaking 46.4, the hottest
temperature recorded in Melbourne since records began in 1859. Very
strong winds combined with the drought conditions to result in a Forest
Fire Danger Index of unprecedented levels, ranging from 120 to 190,
much higher than the fire weather conditions on Black Friday or Ash
Wednesday, and well above the “catastrophic” fire danger rating.

The fires which began in Kilmore and Murrindindi Mill merged with a change
of wind direction, forming the ferocious Kinglake Fire complex. The fire front
pushed through the Kinglake area late on 7th February, and it was to be the
worst impacted area in the state with more than 550 houses destroyed.

The town of Marysville (at the eastern end of the complex) was almost
entirely destroyed by the Murrindindi Mill fire. Late in the afternoon of

7th February, residents had anticipated that the fire front would bypass
Marysville, but within minutes the town was enveloped in fire. At about 5 pm,
power was lost to the town and the wind dropped away; minutes later the
wind returned from a different direction, bringing the fire up the valley with it.

Significant fires also threatened the Beechworth, Bendigo,
Bunyip, Churchill and Dandenong Ranges areas and at the time
of writing, fires continue to burn in Wilson’s Promontory.

Climate scientist, Professor Roger Stone from the University of Southern
Queensland, told ABC Radio’s AM program that, “At the moment there’s
probably about a 60 per cent chance of an El Nino developing by mid-winter.
If that happens, that will exacerbate the whole drought and therefore the

fire situation over a lot of Australia, not just Victoria for next summer,”

In the wake of the fire Freemasons Victoria immediately began
planning its response and within days announced the Grand Master’s
Victorian Bushfires Appeal, launched with an initial contribution

of $400,000 and the Freemasons Taskforce is once more directly
involved, assisting the Army Joint Task Force in the clean up effort.

Offers of assistance have been received from all over the Masonic world,
including donations by individual Freemasons as far away as New York,
Lodges in New Zealand and a significant donation to the Grand Master’s
Appeal from the United Grand Lodge of England’s Grand Charity. *

Pictured on this page: Burnt out car and trees after the Steels Creek Yarra Glen Fires,
taken by WBro John Osborne; the view from the roof of Doncaster Shopping Centre;
Fire fighting helicopter Elvis combating a blaze, image by CFA public affairs.
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Pictured above:

Bro. David Tree from the
Commonwealth Lodge -
Mirboo North and Sam
the Koala.

Photographer Mark Pardew

14 | Freemasonry Victoria

The Face of the Fire.

“| sit in my small, country town and try to change
the world by giving Real Estate a good name,”
says Bro David Tree of Mirboo North, CFA
volunteer and a member of Commonwealth
Lodge No 186. “I try and make a difference to
people by helping them get into a home. I’ll cut
my commission if it’ll help them. | carry a big

bag around in my car so | can remove shakes
from houses if | get a call while I’'m showing a
property, and then a thing like this happens.”

The thing David’s talking about is the image of him
giving water to an injured koala during the Delburn
complex fire back-burning operations that has

become a world wide sensation literally over night.

“Isn’t it amazing what you can do
with no money?” David muses.

In days immediately after the catastrophic
Saturday 7th bushfire, as the world began to
learn the shocking magnitude of the damage,
one image quickly became symbolic of the
entire event. Digital video footage of David
with the injured koala, which would become
known the world over as Sam, was recorded
with a mobile phone by friend, Mark Pardew
and photographed by Braydon Groen.

David told Freemasonry Victoria that he loved
wildlife and when he found her he gave his
phone to Mark and said, “Can you video
this? I'll take it home to my daughter.”

The footage found its way to You Tube where
it quickly became the most downloaded
video and attracted instant world wide media
attention, resulting in calls and interviews for
David from all over the world, including The
Ellen DeGeneres Show and the NBC news.

“It’s out of this world. It threw the media, the
professional world wide media, into a frenzy.”

David also told Freemasonry Victoria about
his long family history with Freemasonry,
including his father, both Grand-fathers and
members of his family, stretching back to
Scottish Freemasonry in the 1800’s.

“| try to help out my Lodge whenever
| can. | love the history of it.”

Sam the Koala has another Masonic connection,
as she’s recovering from her injuries at the
Southern Ash Wildlife Refuge at Rawson, in
Victoria, which is operated by Mrs Colleen Wood,
the wife of one Bro John Wood, Inner Guard at
Walhalla Lodge, No.69. The refuge receives no
funding from the Government and its costs are
met by a weekly raffle in the Erica Hotel, donations
from the Walhalla Lodge, and wages of Colleen.

The long term rehabilitation of Sam the Koala
is now in the hands of Colleen Woods and
her handful of volunteers and the public
knows little of the time, effort and financial
struggle in returning Sam to the wild.

Not long after the initial wave of publicity
subsided, reports began to circulate that the
photo wasn’t genuine, with one international
news paper in particular claiming the image
had been taken in an unrelated routine back
burning operation. David categorises these
stories as a gross misrepresentation.

“It wasn’t taken on the Saturday and no one
said it was.” It was taken about a week before
while we were trying to get the Delburn Fire
complex under control. That fire burnt 60000
hectares and destroyed thirty homes and

was still burning out of control a week later
when the Kinglake fire complex started.”

It’s perhaps natural that the wider community
didn’t make the distinction between the two
and still don’t. For most of us, David and Sam
are the human and humane face of the fire, that
helps soften the blow of the awful human cost.

“We were just a bunch of fire fighters
doing what we do best. Any one of us in
the CFA would have done the same.”

David has since been given the Hero to Animals
Award by PETA (People for the Ethical Treatment
of Animals) and sales of the famous image have
raised $300,000 for the CFA and other charities.

“If there’s one thing about the fire brigade,”
David tells us, “it’s when you call us, we
come. When it’s the CFA you call, we
come, but we come in our thousands.”

Freemasons Victoria have contributed $5000 to
support the Southern Ash Wildlife Refuge. *
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Pictured: Southern Ash
Wildlife Refuge Whﬁ

Sam is being caredor.

Pictured':. CI?Ar'-:""‘-""L
volunteer fighting a fire
in Victoria. Image by
CFA public affairs
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The Grand Master’s
Victorian Bushfires Appeal

The shock and grief felt by Victorians in the wake
of the devastating bushfires of 7th February
cannot be exaggerated. The depth of these tragic
events is yet to be measured and may never be.

In response | have established The Grand Master’s
Victorian Bushfires Appeal. Funds raised by

this Appeal will be directly applied to significant
community redevelopment and reconstruction
projects in addition to providing direct assistance
to seriously disadvantaged members of the
Masonic and wider community. The appeal has
been launched with an initial contribution from
the Benevolent Fund of $400,000 and a half
page announcement of the Appeal in both the
Herald Sun and The Age on Friday, February 13.

A committee has been established under the
chairmanship of RWBro Vaughan Werner,
Deputy Grand Master, to coordinate Freemasons
Victoria’s response to these events and react

to the needs of communities and individuals
directly affected by the fire. | am also

particularly anxious that we promptly respond

to the needs of Freemasons, their relatives and
friends who have been affected by the fire.

In times of such gravity our defining
characteristics as a community are most clearly
demonstrated. | have no doubt that all our
Brethren will practise that foremost Masonic
characteristic Charity and will give generously.

The funds raised by the Grand Master’s
Victorian Bushfires Appeal will be on a non-tax
deductable basis in order to ensure that they
may be directly applied to vital reconstruction
projects being conducted in the community.

It is the aim of the Appeal to generate a
further $300,000 and to achieve this we

need the assistance of every Freemason.

This appeal is in no way intended to replace
work done by Lodges within their own immediate
community. It is rather a direct appeal to every
individual Freemason, Lodge, Masters Group,
Past Team Associations, Fraternal Groups

and other Masonic Orders in Victoria.

Donations to the Grand Master’s Victorian
Bushfires Appeal can be made by cheque made
out to “Freemasons Victoria - Grand Master’s
Fire Appeal” or by Direct Electronic Transfer into
BSB 083-817, account number 86-647-2578 (NAB
- United Grand Lodge of Victoria.)

Freemasons Victoria has received communications
from Grand Lodges throughout Australia,

New Zealand and the United Grand Lodge

of England all pledging tangible support.

Our thoughts and prayers are with those
among us who now suddenly find themselves
poor and distressed. Our support must and
will be with them throughout the coming
months as they come to terms with the
consequences of this most terrible time. %

MWBro Garry J Sebo
Grand Master.

BLASHKI

ESTABLISHELD 1858

Matkers of
Fine Regalia

SHOP ONLINE

Website: www.blashki.com.au Email: grahams@blashki.com.au

MELBOURNE HEAD OFFICE
2/36-40 New Street Ringwood, Victoria 3134
Phone: (03) 9870 7100 Fax: (03) 9870 7199




Book Review

The Masonic Magician — The Life and Death
of Count Cagliostro and his Egyptian Rite.

| have read a great many Masonic books over
the years, but few as interesting, informative
and well written as this one. Bob Cooper
(Museum curator at the Grand Lodge of
Scotland) and his co-author, Philippa Faulks,
have put together the amazing story of Count
Cagliostro in an eminently readable style.

Part One deals with ‘The Life and Times of
Cagliostro’, and traces his obscure formative
years, his travels and notoriety across Europe,
and his death at the hands of the Inquisition, in
four sections — The Early Years; The Masonic
Magician; The Final Years; and The Man,

the Myths, the Legend. Part Two, which is
intensely fascinating, deals with the Origins
and History of Freemasonry, in three sections —
The Philosopher Stonemasons; The Making of
Masonic History; and A Legacy of Persecution.

Cooper and Faulks argue, quite persuasively, and
backed by good evidence, that Freemasonry as

we know it today is of Scottish origin, and that
English (and other) Freemasonry came directly

from Scotland - starting, in the speculative sense,

with William Schaw. They present compelling

evidence that the progenitors of English Masonry,

Anderson and Desaguliers, both learned and

gained the Craft from Scotland. The authors then

trace direct links from Scotland to Europe.

In Part Three, the authors deal with
Cagliostro’s Egyptian Freemasonry, which he
tried hard to impress on Europe, and even
England. He had considerable success
with the former, but his efforts largely died
with him. This part is divided into three
sections, viz: Egyptian Freemasonry,

The Ritual of Egyptian Freemasonry, and
finally A Commentary on Cagliostro’s
Egyptian Ritual. The ritual itself is
published in full for the first time — a
copy of the original (and probably
the only surviving copy) having

been preserved in the Library of

the Grand Lodge of Scotland. It

is absolutely fascinating reading,

as is the explanatory commentary.

Cagliostro was a larger-than-life figure,
with a magnetic personality. His origins,

and life — even today - are bound up with
considerable controversy, and Cooper and
Faulks have done a superb job in bringing
his story to life is this outstanding book.

The book is profusely illustrated with many
plates, extensive endnotes and appendices, a
large bibliography and glossary, and an excellent
index. It is an absolute must-read for anyone
interested in the history of Freemasonry. *

Reviewed by Kent Henderson,

PJGD - PM Victorian Lodge of
Research 218.

Philippa Faulks and Robert L. D. Cooper.
Watkins Publishing, UK. 2008. Available in
Australia from Simon & Schuster, Australia.
RRP: $39.95. ISBN: 978-1-905857-68-5.
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Task Force

Freemasonry Victoria

From the Chairman

WBro Neil W Price PGStdB

The affect of Black Saturday has brought out

the best in most Victorians, especially the
Freemasons who aspire to the three great pillars
of our institution, Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth.
So far over 150 volunteers made themselves
available to assist the clean up during the 7th,
8th, & 9th of March, covering properties at Reedy
Creek, Clonbinane, Kilmore-East, Wandong,
Heathcote Junction and Upper Plenty, using

a woolshed at Kilmore-East as their base.

With assistance from the Grand Master’s Bush Fire
Appeal fund, the Task Force was able to arrange
supply of 6 Chainsaws, 6 Angle Grinders, 100

pair of Yakka work trousers (donated by Yakka),
400 large black, plastic tent pegs (donated)
chainsaw bar oil and other items (donated by
Repco) and 320 notebooks (donated by Pelikan
Artline). All these items were distributed on

our behalf to the relief centres throughout the
Kinglake, Kinglake West and Flowerdale.

The Victorian Farmers’ Federation, along with
Mitchell Shire Council, was of great help in
assisting the Task Force to access the region
mentioned, thus avoiding the hazardous structures
containing asbestos and other unsafe buildings.

Task Force Volunteers worked in the Kilmore
District with some 45 Brethren, their friends
and partners working over the Labour day
long weekend (some 1100 man hours).

Assembling at the woolshed in Kilmore East Road,
at 8 am, the members were sent out in teams of
4, to work on sites from Upper Plenty to Reedy
Creek, and across to Hazeldene. They worked

on farm properties, clearing away fire damaged
fences, cutting back trees where hindering the
fence line, reinstating the perimeter fences to
establish security and integrity to the property.

This required the setting up of strainer posts
at the corners of the paddock, intermediate
posts and droppers (between the intermediate
posts to help spread the wires and hold them
in place), then straining the wires to suit.

Gates and attachments were fitted as required,
general clean-up and a bit of pastoral care
along the way were all in a full day’s work.

The aftermath of the fires will be with us

for many months to come and help will
continued to be required by all within the
affected areas, so | ask that you make yourself
available whenever and wherever you can.

The Task Force Secretary awaits your
call or email as there are many projects
in hand to assist the distressed. *

Chairman

Neil W Price PGStdB

10 Meaby Drive, Pakenham 3810
Phone 5941 9554 Mobile 0428 529 108
n.w.price@bigpond.com

Secretary

Dr Peter Prideaux

1/14 Parring Road, Balwyn 3103
Phone 9830 5019 Mobile 0418 136 243
peterpx@bigpond.net.au

Members

Merv Dyer PJGD Mobile 0417 344 271
Graeme Kitney PGIWkgs

lan McMurtrie PM Phone 9836 9463
Eddie Rodgers PJGD Phone 5244 3554

Malcolm Hurst MM Mobile 0407 008 008



Pictured right: Members
of the Victorian Masonic
Motorcycle Association.

VMMA Active

in the Community

In December, the VMMA once again assisted
the Uniting Care “Connections” program. The
Uniting Church distributes gifts to children and
senior citizens, covering an area from Hastings
to Geelong as part of their Christmas Program.
The VMMA donation this year comprised

over 250 soft toys, many hand crafted by
ladies of a Past Masters’ group. Last year
“Connections” in Croydon donated 2000 gifts
and over 700 hampers to the local community.

The Healesville Lodge invited members of

the community, along with representatives
from Cystic Fibrosis Victoria and the Board of
Benevolence, to attend their CF Awareness
presentation. The Board of Benevolence made
a substantial donation of $15,000 on a dollar
for dollar basis with the VMMA. MWBro. John
Wilson, PGM, Patron of the VMMA, spoke

of the involvement of Freemasons Victoria
within the community and how the VMMA has
extended this involvement in the community.

The VMMA was invited to support the 1st
Australia Day Grampians “Ride to Remember”,
by Mal Pitcher, one of a number of VMMA

members on the organising committee of the
Blue Ribbon Foundation at Ararat. This became
a weekend event that included a guided

tour of the sights of the Grampians by Mal

on the Saturday, followed on Sunday by the
“Ride to Remember” through the Grampians.
Freemasonry Victoria was well represented.

The VMMA also supported the E. J. Whitten
Foundation Prostate Cancer Awareness
Motorcycle Ride in February. The message
that men’s health is not to be ignored

was loud and clear. A simple blood test

can detect signs of Prostate Cancer.

In response to the Black Saturday Bushfires,
the VMMA has been approached by the
Yarra Glen Community Fire Relief Group to
purchase chainsaws and hand tools to be
utilised by the working groups within this
large area. Currently they are working with
the communities within the area to determine
the needs and to prioritise the tasks. *

Written by: WBro Chris Wells
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International

Freemasonry’s
participation
in the art of
building and
preserving our
environment.

X World Conference

The Tenth World Conference of Masonic Grand
Lodges will convene in Libreville, Gabon, on
November 5-7, 2009. Over eighty percent of
Gabon is still native forest and thirteen national
parks have been created to preserve what

has been dubbed, “The Last Eden”. It was at
Lambaréné, in Gabon that Albert Schweitzer
founded and developed his famous hospital.

The Executive Secretary, RW Thomas W.
Jackson informs us that, “The main theme of
the conference will be related to Freemasonry’s
participation in the art of building and
preserving our environment and how the
Regular Grand Lodges of the world, with

their intellectual and humanitarian precepts,
can participate in preserving our planet.”

The President of the Republic of Gabon is also the
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Gabon. *

Pictured: Satellite image of Gabon Africa dubbed the
‘Last Eden’ where 80% of land is still native forest.

There are
currently three
craft lodges
working in

the capital,
Bratislava.

Grand Lodge
of Slovakia

Consequent upon the reorganisation of the
countries formerly behind the so-called
Iron Curtain, the Czech Republic and the
Republic of Slovakia were established.

The Grand Lodge of Czechoslovakia, with
headquarters in Prague, had little more
than a name change to become the Grand
Lodge of the Czech Republic. It has now
collaborated with the Grand Lodges of
Germany and Austria, respectively, to
constitute the Grand Lodge of Slovakia.

There are currently three craft lodges working
in the capital, Bratislava. The new Grand Lodge
will be consecrated on 21st March, 2009. *

Pictured: Night lights of Bratislava Slovakia ‘

next stop!
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Australian and overseas,
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The Railfan Shop

40 Market St, Melbourne 3000
Ph/fax: 03 9621 2238

www.railfanshop.com.au
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Masonic
Research has
been the focus
for extending
Masonic
knowledge

A Century of
Masonic Research

Each of us has been encouraged to make a daily
advancement in Masonic knowledge. Thus, it

is no surprise that Masonic research itself has

a long history. The Manchester Association

for Masonic Research has been the focus for
extending Masonic knowledge, in the north

of England, for almost a hundred years

Brethren are encouraged to support their research
lodges and associations, so that the wealth of
information available does not gravitate back to
the tombs of the unknown and the unknowing. %

Grande Loge Nationale
De Madagascar

Madagascar is rather too far away to be
called a neighbour! Nevertheless, we should
recognise that Madagascar is a significant
island in the Indian Ocean to our west.

Grand Masters of the National Grand Lodge
of Madagascar may serve for six years.

The installation of a new Grand Master,

MW Bro Alain Soumoudronga, was held

in early March. We wish him well. %

Abequest in your Will to the Victorian Scout Foundation
helps make sure young Australians will continue to learn
the values and principles of good citizenship
well into the 21st century.

The Scout Foundation can assist in the writing

of your bequest. We also welcome direct donations i Tj}

and new members to the Foundation.

Purprg Faal 7080 ivmg plast e
T Sacewary, T vaserar Soed FOumniaion

S: 'i \I |S PO Boa 1Ll Wiy 340

Phona: 8543 9800 or

Freecall: 1800 640 454

-y
Royal Freemasons .
th Annt

Ladics"and Gents' events #tcam and individual

Fot s skemmagiss Entry fee: 525,00 per head- mceludes gregen fées,

ball, competition and fimger {obd
Enquiries tor Keith™Smith
(03352 593504 or

Frank Humphreys
(03) 52 573,067

Freemasonry Victoria AuTumN 2009 | 21



22

Board of Benevolence

In an ongoing series of
information pieces, the
Board of Benevolence
wishes to advise

that the information
contained within this
article represents only
the views of the author
and professional advice
should be sought

when you are actioning
anything regarding your
identity on the internet.

Freemasonry Victoria

Online Security

and ldentity Theft

The Internet is becoming a vital part of our every
day living — offering never before access to
information and the ability to do things in a quicker
and better way — but is quicker always better?

Every Internet user should at least have a basic
understanding of the terms used and so | have
collected a few of the more popular ones and put
them in this article with a brief explanation of each.

Adware means, “Advertising Supported
Software”. It refers to placing adverts. in
software or distributing them alongside a
software download. Distributing a program
that has adverts. for third parties such as a
finance company, is Adware. Whilst generally
harmless they are none the less annoying.

Bots [Robots] are software applications that

run automated tasks over the Internet. Bots
perform tasks that are both simple and structurally
repetitive, at a much higher rate than would

be possible for a human editor alone. Bots are
used in a malicious way to coordinate attacks

on networked computers for financial gain.
(Thousands of infected PC’s around the world can
all be used at the same time for an unlawful act.)

Cross-site scripting. This is a method of placing
malicious scripts on websites that are then
“executed” inside the web browser of the person
viewing the website. These scripting vulnerabilities
can be used by attackers to bypass the access
controls, however, as soon a new vulnerability
becomes known, both the Internet Explorer and
FireFox browsers are “patched” quickly. This is
why it is essential to use the latest browser.

A Drive-by download is a program that is
involuntarily downloaded to your computer,
without your permission or even your
awareness. A drive-by download can be
commenced by simply visiting a Web site
or viewing an HTML e-mail message.

Firewall. In its simplest form it is a
software security mechanism that prevents
unwanted/unauthorised Internet traffic

from entering your computer. A firewall can
also block software on your computer from
sending out data as well. Having a software
firewall on your computer is ESSENTIAL

if you are connected to the Internet.

Malware is software that is designed to
damage a computer system without the owner’s
informed permission. The expression is a
general term used by computer professionals

to mean a variety of forms of hostile, intrusive,
or annoying software or program code.

Phishing is the act of deception by giving
someone secret information or tricking them into
doing something that they normally wouldn’t

or shouldn’t do. For example: distributing
e-mails to a number of users falsely claiming

to be your bank in an endeavour to cheat the
users into yielding private information like
passwords. The latest versions of Internet
Explorer 7 and FireFox 2 have built in phishing
filters to help spot this kind of activity.

Root Kit is a set of tools that hackers embed

in a victim’s computer. They can act as a “back
door” entrance onto your computer and provide
information for the person who put them there.
These tools have been especially designed to
allow malicious processes or applications to
run on your computer but evade detection.



Spyware is any technology that assists in
collection of information about a computer
user without their knowledge. Spyware can
get in a computer as a virus or as the result
of installing a new program. If you have
some annoying advertising that appears on
your computer all the time, you are likely
infected with a spyware application.

A Trojan is a software application that installs
malicious software while under the guise of
doing something else. These are nasty things
to get infected by and are used to steal data
from you as you use your computer!

A Virus is a computer program that can copy
itself and infect a computer without permission

or knowledge of the user. A virus can only spread
from one computer to another when its host is
taken to the uninfected computer, for instance by
a user sending it over a network or carrying it on a
removable medium such as a CD, USB drive or by
the Internet and email. Not all viruses are harmful
but they all cause problems on the infected PC.

A Worm is similar to a virus but with a different
implementation. It is a self-replicating computer
program. It uses a network to send copies of
itself to other PC’s and it may do so without any
user intervention. Unlike a virus it does not need
to attach itself to an existing program. Worms
can bring a PC down to the point where it is
impossible to use it because it too slow. Worms
can also harm a company network by consuming
most of the available network bandwidth, so that
the connected PC’s cannot speak with each other.

You can generally keep your computer safe
if you use an up to date AntiVirus package,
AntiSpyware package, make sure your
Windows Firewall is on and have Windows
Updates set to automatically receive any
updates from Microsoft as they become
available. It is also advisable to have another
firewall that stops traffic out as well as in. *

RWBro Barry Minster, PJGW
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In Brief

Melbourne
Hebrew
Congregation
invites
Freemasons to
attend special
service.

Freemasons Welcome to Shabbat

With a membership of some 1300 people

in addition to extended families, the 1300-

seat Synagogue of the Melbourne Hebrew
Congregation runs regular services on Thursday
mornings, in addition to all other Shabbat,

Rosh Chodesh, and Festival services.

The Melbourne Hebrew Congregation
meets in the stunning Cathedral
Synagogue on Toorak Rd, Sth Yarra.

The MHC has kindly extended an invitation

to Freemasons Victoria to attend a special
Shabbat service, in honour of Grand Master,
Garry Sebo. The service is planned for the 1st
August, gathering at 9.30am for a 10.00am
entrance. Dress is lounge suit and partners

are invited. At the conclusion of the service,
refreshments will be served and presentations will
be exchanged on behalf of Freemasonry Victoria
and the Melbourne Hebrew Congregation.

For more information contact the
Grand Secretary’s office. %

Pictured right:
The interior of the beautiful Cathedral Synagogue

Pictured: Bro Princeton
Miller and the Victorian
Freemasons Choir.

Eighty Years of Harmony

From as early as the 19th Century, Freemasons

in Victoria have enjoyed the support of a choir.

In the 1800’s there are records in the minutes of
the Consecration of some lodges referring to “the
grand choir”. In 1928 a proposal to establish a
permanent choir for the craft was put forward,
which resulted in the formation of the “Grand
Lodge Choir” in 1929. This year, 2009, marks

the 80th Anniversary of the choir, which is now
known as the “Victorian Freemasons’ Choir”.

The main function of the choir in recent years has
been to assist at the Quarterly Communications
of Grand Lodge, leading the brethren in

singing the odes and also at the December
Communication, in singing Carols. Another of
the duties the choir has undertaken in recent
years, is to offer support to lodges by having
choristers attend lodge meetings, to assist

with the singing of the odes and in particular, in
singing “Charity” at first degree ceremonies.
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In the past many of the brethren who have been
approached have said that their voices sound

like dragging fingernails across a blackboard.

In most cases, when they did come along they
found, when with a group of experienced singers,
they had considerably more talent than they ever
thought. If you enjoy singing, we encourage you
to consider auditioning with a view to singing with
us at the Quarterly Communications. This would
allow you to minimize your commitment, come to
the Quarterly and sing with the Choir in the best
seats in the house, right behind the Grand Master.

For further information, please contact Len
Richardson, the Choir Secretary, by phone on
9807-9595 or by email at lenric1@bigpond.com *



Arson at Maffra

In the early hours of Sunday, November 9, a fire at Maffra Masonic Lodge
caused $500,000 damage before it was contained. Structural damage
was sustained in the dining hall and the centre will require an entirely
new roof. A 37-year-old Maffra man was arrested by detectives east

of Melbourne and charged with arson. He has not applied for bail.

Masonic Centre Trust Secretary, WBro Jeff Lehman of

Maffra, told Freemasonry Victoria that, although the fire was
devastating, the brethren were looking on it as an opportunity
to upgrade their Centre to a Category One building.

Plans are in place to enlarge the dining hall and upgrade the
building’s facilities in order to make day to day operations

a viable proposition. Ultimately, the aim will be to make the
centre self-sustaining and attract outside hirers.

Though insurance will cover the costs of repairing the building, a number of
the lodges that met in the centre lost valuable items of furnishing and regalia
that are not insured. Sale Daylight, for instance, lost every piece of regalia and
the other Order meeting at Maffra had items damaged by water or smoke.

Though most of the Maffra lodges are continuing to meet now
at Sale, it is anticipated that there will be a return to the Centre
and a rededication ceremony by November 2009. *

Someone to Watch over Me

It is morning at the Hastings Police Station and WBro. Ray Jones, WBro.
John Wilson and WBro.Brian Noble, all members of Balnarring Lodge 850,
are getting ready to make the day’s phone calls. Ray is the coordinator of the
Hastings Police Senior Citizens Register, one of the twenty-two Registers
throughout Victoria, while John and Brian are two of his volunteers.

The Register records the important details of residents in the area, over
the age of 60. Participants received a card with the member’s name,

ID number and the phone number for the police station. If the member
gets into any difficultly, has a medical emergency or simply loses their
wallet or purse, the local police station can look up the ID nhumber and
instantly know names of doctors, next of kin and other contact details.

A newsletter is posted out to members telling them about the activities
of the Register. There are outings to interesting places for a small charge
and a free Christmas party, which all members are invited to attend.

All volunteers undergo a police check and donate as little as one half day a
month to the Register. For information on a Register in your area, contact
your local police station. If there is not one in your area, but you would be
interested in starting one up, contact Ray Jones at the Hastings Police
Senior Citizens’ Register on 59707800 or email *

Charity on the High Seas

RWBro Vaughan Werner, Deputy Grand Master, and
VWBro Graham Flaherty, Coordinator for the Monash
Gully District, were invited on board the luxury cruise
liner Rhapsody of the Seas to receive a donation

to the Grand Master’s Victorian Bushfires Appeal.
The crew of the liner regularly make collections

for charity and committed $5000 AUD to support
the victims of the Black Saturdaay Bushfires. The
donation was arranged by Jeff Carswell, a HR
manager for the Royal Caribbean line and a member
of Henty Lodge and was presented to the Deputy
Grand Master by Rhapsody of the Seas Staff
Captain, Fleming Neilsen. Also at the presentation,

a private donation was made by Provisions Master
Larry Baguio, who had become a freemason in

the Philippines within the last three months. %

Pictured above: Vaughan Werner, Deputy Grand Master,
receives donation from Staff Captain Fleming Neilsen —
also pictured Jeff Carswell and Graham Flaherty.

Errata

Benevolence - Pg 11

In our last issue we incorrectly listed

that the contribution of two airlift chairs to
Baxter Village was made by the district
with assistance from the Board of
Benevolence. The chairs were actually
contributed by Victoria Lodge No 82.

Membership - Pg 26

RWBro L. H. Williams, of Blue Dandenongs
Lodge No 859, was listed as receiving

a 60 year jewel and should have been
listed among the 65 year recipients.

Freemasonry Victoria apologises for any
inconvenience or embarrassment caused.

Freemasonry Victoria
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In Brief

Freemasonry Victoria

The Grand Master’s Victorian Bushfires Appeal

A Special Update

How is the Appeal going?

Since the Grand Master launched the Appeal no
day has gone by without donations arriving either
through the mail or by electronic funds transfers.
As of the 15th of April, more than $620,000 had
been deposited into the special account.

What are we doing with it?

The Bushfires Appeal Committee, which is

chaired by RWBro. Vaughan Werner, firmly sees
its immediate duty as helping families regardless
of Masonic connection. With over 2000 houses
destroyed by the fires there is a very high need for
financial assistance. The Committee has so far made
donations in excess of $180,000 encompassing
33 cases of need. Though this amount sounds
impressive the Committee believes it is only
scratching the surface in regards to finding needy
and deserving cases! This is where we all have a
responsibility! Do you know of any fire victims that
are struggling? If so contact Nick Rinkel, Secretary
of the Bush Fire Committee, to get the ball rolling

What about the $1,000 Bereavement Grant?

When the Appeal was originally established one of
its considerations was the establishment of a $1000
Grant to families that had lost a loved one in the fires.

It has become clear, however, that between the
Federal and State Governments a total of $10, 000
was to be made available to all bereaved families.
As a result the Committee, in conjunction with the
Grand Master and after consultation with the Federal
Government, decided to abandon the original plan.

Have we collected enough money?

Although the amount we have deposited to date is
substantial financial assistance in various forms is
going to be required for a long time to come. Many
Lodges and individual Freemasons have donated
generously but there is an ongoing need for more.
The world has moved on and the bushfire aftermath
is no longer a daily news item. The suffering however
goes on and more funds will be required. So, if

you haven’t given freely yet now is the time!

We’re not alone!

Our Brotherhood is a worldwide organization and
in times of need our Interstate and International
Brethren have not sat still. Donations and promises
of financial assistance have been received from

all our Australasian Sister Jurisdictions, as well as
donations from the Grand Lodges and individual
Brethren of England, Hong Kong and Malaysia.

We’ll close the Appeal with a big “Thank You”

It is the Grand Master’s wish that the June Quarterly
Communication be dedicated to the Bush Fires and,
more specifically, to those men and women who
gallantly fought to save lives and property during
and immediately after the fires. It is envisaged that
the emergency Services will be well represented

on the night. The Grand Master will also take

the opportunity to officially close the appeal and
announce the total amount of money collected.

Yours fraternally,

M x ,-';'_,.;“é:-. S
Vaughan Werner, DGM

Chairman, Grand Master’s Victorian
Bushfires Committee

Heartbeat
Galen Lodge

meets af
Kew East Temple

al 4. 30pm

Partners also attend and are
joined in the South by the
Brethren for dinner at 6pm

L
Tyler’s toast at approx 8.30pm
y pp p '-"E""ﬁm_t”

For further information telephone

9857 7810

TAILS, DINNER SUITS

SLIITS AND) REEFER JACKETS
TAILOE MADE TO A PFERFECT FITTIMG

DRESS SHIRTS, VESTS, BOAY TIES AND COLLARS
Taiboer i Ciraarecl Lol demnin sinde 1068

WIHEN DMLY THE BEST WILL DO
Pleass phone for an appolntment
9819 7716 S Naroo Stroe




Your responisibility to Citizenship

In reading excerpts from the Candidates
Instruction Book from the Grand Lodge of Indiana,
| was reminded of the importance of Freemasonry
and its commitment to the Community.

We use the phrase; “We take good men and
make them better”.... What for? I'm sure it’s
for the benefit of all those they come in contact
with — commonly known as the Community.

The most valuable contribution of Freemasonry
to the Community is found in the lives of its
individual members. If Masonic ideals are going
to reach into homes, shops and industry, they
must be carried there by individual Freemasons.
Whatever good Freemasonry may accomplish will
reflect on the worth of its individual members.

A Freemason has carried out his responsibilities of
citizenship when he has kept faith with his fellow
man, with himself and with his God. When he has
shown that he is a man of honour and reputation
preferring duty and the dignity and honour of his
country to any degree of popularity and personal
advantage. When by his exemplary character,
both in public and private life, he has convinced
the community of the goodness of our Craft.

The understanding and practise of Masonic
privileges within the Lodge enables men to
become more useful members of society and the
closer they get to the great public heart the better
Freemasons they become. The wider the service
to the public performed by members of each
Lodge and the closer they adhere to the Tenets
of the Fraternity, the more respected they will be
for their unselfish devotion to the community.

Freemasonry has always been driven

and directed by a spirit of Brotherly Love. It
promotes a genuine inclination of unselfishness
and lifts the standard of moral conduct by

its wider cultural and mental outlook. As a
member of the community, make the most

of yourself by promoting more effectively the
great ideals we cherish and maintaining the
highest possible standards that will enable you
to be a more useful member of society. *

RWBro Mervyn Hallam
Grand Superintendent of Education

Executive Officer — Chamar Pty Ltd

Applications for the position of Executive Officer
for Chamar Pty Ltd are now being sought by the
Directors of Chamar. Expressions of interest are
invited from members of Chapters and Lodges to
secure an appropriate successor to this position.

Preferably, because of the nature of the position,
the selected person should possess sound
management and inter-personal skills, together
with general background knowledge in accounting
systems, MYOB and computer operations.

Interested persons should, as a pre-requisite, be
members of the Mark, Ark and Chapter orders,
and ideally be conversant with all aspects of the
relevant ritual and ceremonials of each degree.

The attainment of the principal Chairs in
each of these degrees would also be an
advantage, or alternatively, a demonstration

of progression towards achieving these
objectives, would be acceptable.

Expressions of interest should be directed
to the Chairman of Chamar Pty Ltd,

P.O. Box 2106, Hawthorn 3122, by no
later that Tuesday June 30th, 2009.

Applications from interested parties should
include character and family profiles and
highlight career achievements, awards and
any professional qualifications attained.

Details of any civic, Masonic or
personal achievements and interests
should also be provided.

Interviews in relation to this position
are expected to be conducted in late
July to early August 2009. *
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New Moubray Street Facility

Ca,—,‘ng /s oyr The detailed design, development and
documentation stage of a new 135 bed, state-of-
the-art aged care facility, centred on the Coppin
Hall site commenced in January 2009. We are
now hopeful that works will commence in July
2009 and be completed in December 2010.

Life story

The new facility will be an impressive four storey,
contemporary building sensitively integrating
Colbran Lodge Nursing Home and the site’s
historic features. It will include hostel, nursing
home, secure dementia and Transition Care places
and a Day Therapy Centre.

Cambodia, Vietnam and China
February 2010

Peter and Le Court invite you to join us
on a 28 day tour commencing 8 February 2010

$6,850

includes all air fares, Visas, taxes, transport,
Accommodation, Gratuities and most meals.

PH 9284.2854 M 0423 707 383

e-mail peterc@uglnsw.freemasonry.org.au
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The facility will been built to a standard that
will allow it to meet community expectations
for the next 50 years. Importantly, all
resident rooms will provide for flexibility of
use so that we can readily adjust to future
changes in the dependency of residents.

The construction of the new aged care
facility on the eastern half of the site will
allow hostel residents to transfer to the new
building prior to its demolition to make way
for a seniors’ apartment development. *

SIRES

The Suit Specialists
Dinner suits $199

wool rich, shawl collar; adjustable waistband

Call Martin Streager on 9654 2500

on Tuesdays for an appointment
and check our range of suits, dinner shirts, bow ties, gloves, etc.

SIRES

M ENSWEAR

BUYING IS BELIEVING AT SIRES!

© MOORABBIN 947 Nepean Hwy. Ph 9557 7582 @ CITY 24| Colins St. Ph 9654 2500
© EAST BRUNSWICK 48 Albert St.Ph 9388 2276
@ FOREST HILL Shopping Centre, Shop 212, Canterbury Rd. Ph 9878 3434
ALSO AT: COBURG, DANDENONG, FOUNTAIN GATE, GEELONG,
MITCHAM, NIDDRIE, WAVERLEY GARDENS & WERRIBEE




With over

140 years of
dedication,
research and
investment in
aged care, few
organisations have
the same level of
commitment and
understanding as
Royal Freemasons’
Homes of Victoria.

Redmond Park - From the top

Redmond Park, our new retirement development
in the heart of historic Carlton is quickly

taking shape now. As you can see from our
recent aerial shots, the transformation of

the old Princes Hill Village is well underway,

and the addition of the fifth and sixth levels

and new roof marks the completion of the

major external construction phase.

Although much of the building is covered

by scaffolding and safety mesh, there'’s a lot
going on behind the scenes, with over 100
builders and tradesmen currently on site. Due
to the extreme heat and strong winds over the
last month of summer, we have unfortunately
lost several working days, but completion is
still expected in early to mid August 2009.

When completed, Redmond Park will offer a
truly unique residential opportunity. Superbly
located in the leafy Princes Hill district,
Redmond Park proudly overlooks grand
Victorian terraces and pristine parklands, and
with commanding 360° views of the city and
surrounding area, this is a truly enviable location,
unlike any available on the market today.

— -

A local landmark for decades, Redmond Park
represents a significant example of Functionalist
architecture, and the new refurbishment seeks
to respect the character of the original design
without compromising on the level of amenities
offered in the finished product. With the entire
ground-floor level dedicated to shared spaces,
residents will enjoy a spacious lounge with
spectacular stone fireplace, an airy dining room
with adjoining terrace, a library, fully equipped
business centre, television room with bar, billiards
room, hairdressing salon and consulting suites,
an arts & craft studio and even a gymnasium.

Our sales and marketing campaign has
been extremely successful and, as at
the end of February, there were only 17
apartments remaining to be sold. %

Pictured below: Featured image. Artists conception
of the finished Redmond Park building. Inset Image:
Construction underway at new Redmond Park site.

Freemasonry Victoria AuTUMN 2009
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Featured Lodge

Pictured: Skyscrapers at
night. Tokyo, Japan.

Freemasonry Victoria

Going Places with Omega

Late last year, RWBro Allan Paull PJGW, United
Press Lodge No.281, took a delegation of
Members of the Omega Group to Japan and
Hong Kong and Freemasonry was the highlight
of the trip. Met by the Secretary and the Senior
Deacon of Yokosuka Lodge No.20, the group
was driven from Tokyo to the Naval Base of
the American Seventh Fleet at Yokosuka,

some 30 miles away, to visit their lodge.

The lodges in Japan, certainly the Yokosuka
Lodge, meet every week of the year. One
meeting per month is called a Stated Meeting
and degree work is carried out. Other nights
are devoted in a more casual way to organising
charitable, social and community activities.

Constituted in 1957, the Grand Lodge of Japan
administers supreme Masonic authority within
the political boundaries of Japan and there

are now 18 Lodges. Prior to the formation of
the Grand Lodge of Japan, however, Masonic
Lodges had already been chartered under the
authority of other Grand Lodges, and these
Lodges were accorded the privilege of continuing
to operate under their original jurisdictions.
Consequently, Japan is also home to individual
Masonic Lodges chartered under the Grand
Lodges of England, Massachusetts USA, two
from the Philippines and two from Scotland.

Altogether more than 2,000 Masons are
members of 24 Masonic Lodges in Japan.

In the mid 1800s, some Japanese, especially
samurai (professional warriors), assaulted
foreigners to harass the weakening
government. Such attacks became frequent
and, following protests, the Japanese
Government agreed to have the British and
French troops stationed in Yokohama.

It was during this period that the first Masonic
lodge was introduced to Japan. A military lodge
called Sphinx Lodge No.263, Irish Constitution,
came to Japan with a detachment of the British
20th Regiment, arriving in Yokohama in 1864.
While in Yokohama, the lodge held meetings and
admitted civilian members. On leaving, brethren
in Yokohama felt it desirable to form a local lodge
and petitioned the UGL of England. Thus the

first lodge, Yokohama Lodge No.1092 came into
being, holding its first regular meeting on June
26, 1866. A total of six English and three Scottish
lodges were formed in Japan before the last war.

After the war, Masonic activities were resumed
and the Grand Lodge of the Philippines began to
found lodges in Japan. During a 10-year period
from 1947 to 1956, 16 lodges were founded.

Yokosuka Lodge was the first lodge established
in Japan after World War Il, receiving charter
number 120 from the Grand Lodge of Free and
Accepted Masons of the Philippines, April 1948.

At the Stated Meeting of Yokosuka Lodge
held on 7th June 1965, it was the unanimous
vote of the members present to petition the
Grand Lodge of Japan for a charter. This was
granted at the Special Communications of the
Grand Lodge of Japan on 25th June 1965.
Thus Yokosuka Lodge of the Philippines No.
120 became Yokosuka Lodge No. 20.

Next morning the Victorian brethren walked to
the nearby Tokyo Tower and found the Grand
Lodge building in its shadows. There they were
greeted by the Grand Secretary, MWBro Phillip
Ambrose, PGM, who had been alerted to the
Victorians’ presence by WBro Roy Rommelman
of the Yokosuka Lodge the previous evening.
They were then introduced to the Grand
Master, MWBro Mike Setzer, with whom they
spent considerable time in discussion.

RWBro Allan also took the tour to Hiroshima
and then to Hong Kong, where the group
ventured to the headquarters of Freemasonry
in Hong Kong, Zetland Hall, Kennedy Road,
to visit the Scottish constitution Lodge of

St John. RWBro Allan writes in summary

of the journey, “Indeed the experiences of
the trip highlighted the great privilege of
visiting Freemasons around the world.” *

Pictured right:

The Most Worshipful
Grand Lodge of FA and
A Masons of Japan’s
fabulous Blue Room.







Windsor House

Extra Service Nursing Home

Olperating as a special unit within Centennial Lodge

For those seeking exceprional care ar an affordable cost = Our Extra Service fee is only $20.50 per day!
Windsor House, in Wantirnag, is operated v Roval Freemasons Homes of Victoria o a standard desiened
o satisfy the mose discerning tastes. This includes an a la carte menu prepared by our own chef.

For admission enquiries and an information package, please contact the Admissions Officer, Natalie Webb
{I:I:"H ‘-}Elﬂ ".J!;rl_"l_" dllung |1Ihi|||.'“ hours,

Over 100 years of Caring — 24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week

Victorian Freemasons have been relying on Le Pine for more than 106 years,
S0 it is reassuring o know that we have a dedicared team of Freemasons who can help you in a time of need.

You can contact:  Trevor Burkits 2559 31 Rew/Camberwell
Brian Bennett 9859 0431 Kew
Fred Farrugia g4 5156 Fhoarnbory
Doug Berwick 9890 0404  Box Hill
Peter Elshaw 0758 2333 Ferntrce E;'J.H]-'

WHO CAN YOU TURN TO!) THE PEOPLE AT LI




